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purpose only, that we accept these causes. . . . Things-in-themselves are 
the merest chimeras, taken up on no ground whatever. Never have any 
terms more extraneous and fanciful found their way into philosophy " 
(p. 390). These sentences seem to me to contain contradictions in them- 
selves, and they certainly are in direct opposition to the doctrine of mediate 
perception stated above. 

There are many other points in this volume which invite criticism, but I 
have only space to refer briefly to one or two. " Idealism," he tells us, 
" obedient to the impulse given in this direction by Kant . . . was carried 
rapidly forward to its most complete and elaborate expression by three 
brilliant thinkers, working one vein of thought in close dependence on each 
other " (p. 427). And yet, a little later, he condemns idealism " because there 
is no continuity in its successive stages, no conquered territory in its several 
positions " (p. 454). After the previous statement, how can the criticism 
apply ? Here is another statement that passes comprehension : " Construc- 
tive realism asserts with idealism the prior comprehensive quality of funda- 
mental ideas, but it avoids that illusion of idealism, things-in-themselves, the 
uncertain shadows of transcendental notions which serve only to perplex 
and confuse our vision " (p. 509). 

This book is interesting, and at the same time humiliating, because it 
represents what was taught less than a generation ago in so many colleges 
of our country under the name of philosophy. J. E. C. 

History of Modern Philosophy, from Nicolas of Cusa to the Present 
Time. By Richard Falckenberg, Professor of Philosophy in the 
University of Erlangen. First American from the second German 
edition. Translated with the author's sanction by A. C. Armstrong, Jr., 
Professor of Philosophy in Wesleyan University. New York, Henry 
Holt & Company, 1893. — pp. xv, 655. 

Teachers of philosophy have long felt the need of a good text-book of 
the history of modern philosophy. A manual was desired that might 
serve as a counterpart to Zeller's masterly Grundriss sur Geschichte 
der griechischen Philosophie. By publishing his Geschichte der neuern 
Philosophie in 1886 (second edition in 1892), Professor Falckenberg satis- 
factorily supplied the want, and placed in the hands of German students, at 
least, a compendium excellently adapted to the needs of the beginner. In 
this treatise he gives a clear and accurate exposition of the essential 
thoughts of the different philosophical systems, beginning with Nicolas of 
Cusa, and traces the course of their historical development. Mention is 
also made in the text of the chief works of the philosophers under 
consideration as well as of the more important and more modern treatises 
concerning them. In this way the student receives a choice bibliography 
without being overwhelmed with the titles of books most of which are 
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seldom obtainable and never read by him. A short, but useful, glossary 
of philosophical terms, followed by an index of authors, completes the 
volume. 

Although Professor Falckenberg modestly refuses to claim for his 
History a place by the side of Zeller's Outlines, I cannot help regarding 
it as a worthy mate of that masterpiece. (Indeed, in so far as Falcken- 
berg's expositions are less condensed, hence more readily intelligible to 
students than Zeller's, the former really surpass the latter.) Our author is 
strictly objective in his method, and carefully refrains from imposing upon 
his readers his own personal views and criticisms. He displays sound 
judgment in checking the tendency, common to younger historians, to 
group systems differently from his predecessors, to be original at all 
hazards ; he profits by the labors of others. In short, Dr. Falckenberg 
has satisfactorily performed a difficult task, he has written a good text-book, 
a book that is universally recognized as such by competent authorities. 

In rendering such a work accessible to English readers, Professor 
Armstrong has done philosophy a great service. His translation is a 
better one than that of Zeller's Grundriss (which appeared in 1886 and 
which is not free from errors). It is made from Falckenberg's second 
German edition, " with still later additions and corrections communicated 
by the author in manuscript." The translation reproduces the original 
clearly, faithfully, and smoothly ; it does not bear upon its face the impress 
of artificiality. The transference of the bibliography from the text to foot- 
notes is, in my opinion, an improvement which the German edition ought 
to adopt. The same may be said of the addition of titles of important 
American and English treatises and translations. The translator also 
renders the book more serviceable to the readers for whom it is intended 
by rearranging and enlarging the section on the nineteenth century phi- 
losophy of Great Britain and America (pp. 563-583). A little space is given 
to the exposition of Hamilton's fundamental conceptions, passing mention 
is made of the influence of the Scottish school in the United States, the 
part treating of Bentham is transferred from the section on English 
moralists of the eighteenth century to this place, brief but valuable 
additions are made to the passages presenting the views of J. S. Mill 
and Spencer respectively, the English logicians of to-day are named, and a 
page or so is devoted to setting forth the fortunes of philosophy in America 
from Jonathan Edwards to the present time. " The glossary of terms has 
been replaced by a revision and expansion of the index, with the analyses 
of the glossary as a basis." 

The publishers are to be congratulated on the excellence of the typog- 
raphy, paper, and binding. The book may be safely recommended to 
teachers and students. Frank Thilly. 



